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Advice Policy:
Ministry of Justice Local Legal Advice Study update
Youth Access has continued to feed into the Study, which is considering the effects of the recession on the advice sector as well as changes in Legal Aid funding policies, and has urged that links be built with the Department of Children Schools and Families and its Information, Advice and Guidance Strategy process.  
Youth Access members SHARE in Cornwall and Young People’s Support Foundation in Manchester have been visited by MoJ officials in the course of the study and have strongly voiced their concerns. The MoJ has indicated to us how interesting and useful they found their visits to our members.

The study is due to be completed shortly and published by the end of April, so we hope that advice for young people gets the attention it deserves.
Read our written submission to the study which explains the crucial part YIACS play in giving young people access to advice, how that is not adequately recognised in youth sector funding and makes the case for a fair share of resources for YIACS so that young people can access advice when they need it.
Youth homelessness 1 – evidence still wanted.
Continuing anecdotal evidence from London Youth Advice Forum members suggests that many local authorities, while providing emergency accommodation to homeless young people aged 16-17, are operating a blanket policy of not considering young people’s rights under the Housing Act 1996. This is likely to have the effect of undermining security of tenure and leading to problems when the young person becomes 18 and loses automatic priority need status if they become homeless again. If you have come across examples of such policies in your area, please email Steve Lee at Youth Access.
Youth homelessness 2 - Baby out with the bathwater?

Suggestions are now emerging that, in view of the decline in the housing market, the Government has discretely placed its promise Housing Reform Green Paper onto the back burner for the duration. As the Green paper was to include a major focus on young people’s homelessness and housing issues, Youth Access is concerned that the opportunity to have independent advice for young people on their legal rights and housing options put firmly on the policy agenda may be lost. We will keep you informed of further developments when the future is clearer. Read our submission made to contribute to the Housing Reform debate.
Youth Policy:

Connexions 

A new membership organisation for Connexions workers, the National Connexions Network (NCN), has been launched. 
This development comes at the same time as a report, ‘Local Variations’ examines what has happened to Connexions services since responsibility passed to local authorities in April last year. It finds that 30 per cent of councils have taken services in-house, while the remainder either left provision with the old Connexions partnership or contracted to another provider. The report from CfBT Education Trust argues that where local authorities have taken over Connexions services it is increasingly difficult to identify information, advice and guidance provision from within broader youth support. "The loss of identity and accountability is, in our view, a matter of grave public concern," the report says.
Youth Sector Support Arrangements
DCSF has published Youth Sector Support Arrangements Response to the Call for Evidence. They have listened to the majority view that there are no grounds for a single lead agency for youth sector support arrangements. The response also provides information on developments to help to improve support to the youth sector, including the Youth Task Force, the Children's Trust Commissioning Support Programme, the youth workforce reform programme and the Centre for Excellence and Outcomes in Children's and Young People's Services.
Vetting & Barring Scheme delivery announced
Details of the Vetting and Barring Scheme, which will come into effect from 12 October 2009, have been announced. A raft of measures including the creation of a single Independent safeguarding Authority (ISA), a new duty on employers to share information and new criminal offences are intended to make the safeguarding regime for children and vulnerable adults more rigorous. 

Engaging young people: local authority youth work 2005-2008
Ofsted have published a report on the quality and impact of youth work, based on a review of the evidence garnered in youth service inspections from 2005 – 2008. The report tracks recent but early developments in the introduction of integrated youth support.
Safeguarding Children and Young People who may be affected by Gang Activity

DCSF has launched an online consultation on further good practice guidance for agencies on safeguarding children and young people affected by gang activity. The guidance, supplementary to the statutory guidance Working Together to Safeguard Children (2006), is intended to help agencies and professionals ensure that the safeguarding process responds effectively to the needs of children and young people who are at risk of gang-related violence and harm.
Uploading of details to ContactPoint suspended
The uploading of children's details to ContactPoint has been temporarily suspended because of security problems, Children & Young People Now reports.

Recession News:

Youth Unemployment rises sharply 
Unemployment among young people is now running at 15%. The Independent reports that among the general rise in jobless figures, the sharp increase for 16-24 year olds will cause much concern and there is a fear that ‘last in first out’ redundancy policies will only make matters worse.
‘Second Chances’, a report from Barnado’s, further reveals that those aged 16 and 17 have by far the highest unemployment rate (in the economically active population), with over 28% - and rising - unemployed in the last quarter of 2008. The Barnardo’s research found that far from the ‘idle’ and ‘feckless’ stereotypes associated with ‘NEETs’, young people who had left school at 16 or earlier were overwhelmingly motivated to work or get an apprenticeship or other training - but were held back by poor exam results, a lack of self-confidence and social skills, and a wide range of ‘barriers’ to going to work or college - such as caring for a child or sick family member, housing difficulties and mental illness.

Support for the sector
Following the publication action plan 'Real Help for Communities: Volunteers, Charities and Social Enterprises' (see Policy Digest #1), the Office of the Third Sector is holding 9 free regional roadshows for small and medium frontline third sector organisations to provide a practical understanding of how to access the support available.

NAVCA has also produced guidance for local infrastructure organisations on creating ‘Local Resilience Action Plans’ to help ensure the voluntary sector is supported during the recession. You may wish to check if your local infrastructure organisation is planning to develop one of these so that you can ensure your services are seen as key in local resilience planning.
Health
New report on substance misuse among young people

The National Treatment Agency (NTA) has published a new report, ‘Getting to grips with substance misuse among young people’. The report highlights growing public concern about young people’s use of drugs and alcohol but argues that there is little evidence to support the perception that drug and alcohol use is spreading among young people. 

Calls to ChidLine from suicidal children triple
The Guardian reports that the number of suicidal children turning to ChildLine counsellors for help has tripled in five years, with nearly 60 a week using the service's helpline. One in 14 calls comes from a young person in need of urgent medical attention or who is in immediate danger. 

Key Data on Adolescence 2009
The Association of Young People’s Health has published its annual summary of Key Data on Adolescence which provides information about a range of issues, covering family life, education and employment, physical, sexual and mental health, and crime. 

A Children’s Environment and Health Strategy for the United Kingdom
The Health Protection Agency has published a Strategy to improve the health and well-being of children by changing the environment in which they live. The report is part of the UK's response to a World Health Organization environment and health initiative aimed at improving the health and well-being of children and young people throughout Europe. Whilst the report is focussed on the physical environment, the Strategy proposes that issues such as inequalities and mental health are considered when implementing the recommendations.

Children’s Human Rights

Young Equals campaign to have children fully protected against age discrimination

Youth Access supports and sits as a member of the steering group of Young Equals, the campaign lead by the Children’s Rights Alliance for England, to prevent the Government from excluding children from key parts of the new Equalities Bill. The campaign has generated media interest recently, including in Children & Young People Now.

New report from CRAE

CRAE’s have published an examination of the local implementation of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in England. Based on a nationwide survey of directors of children’s services across England, the report reveals that knowledge about the UNCRC in local authorities, from strategic level to grass roots delivery, is far from consistent, and that children’s rights do not routinely inform strategic planning or day-to-day work. 

Key findings from the report include: 

• 
55% of local authorities have “adopted” the UNCRC, while 45% have yet to do so 

• 
77% of local authorities do not explicitly reference the UNCRC in their Children and Young People’s Plan

• 
Only one local authority references the UNCRC in the job description of the director of children’s services

• 
19% of local authorities do not have a designated person in charge of implementing the UNCRC at a strategic level

• 
Inadequate knowledge of the UNCRC is identified as the second major barrier to the fulfilment of children’s rights

• 
Out of those local authorities who had received training on children’s rights and adopted the UNCRC, only 14% felt they had an “excellent” awareness and understanding of children’s rights.
Comprehensive Area Assessments
The Comprehensive Area Assessment (CAA) is the new inspection framework for local public services. The CAA combines the perspectives of the six partner inspectorates making independent information available to people about their local services which should assist them in making informed choices. CAA replaces a range of other inspection regimes, including: the Comprehensive Performance Assessment (CPA), Children's Services, Joint Area Reviews, Annual Performance Assessment of services for children and young people and Social Services star ratings.
Urban Forum Online has published a handy set of FAQ’s on the CAA which may be of help to you in tackling this new information which will be key to your strategic planning.  Further information on the CAA is available on the Audit Commission website. 
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