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Making rights a reality for young people

Youth Access announces legal advice pilots 
Youth Access today announced the six projects that will pilot new models of legal advice for young people as part of its ground-breaking Rights to Access Project (RAP).

Barbara Rayment, Director of Youth Access, says: 

“Rights are of little use without a means of enforcement. Most young people simply have nowhere to turn for competent advice on their legal rights, entitlements and options. Research has shown alarming levels of unmet need for advice amongst young people on issues like housing, benefits and employment rights. Yet recent policy documents emanating from Government display a continuing failure to understand the link between access to good rights-based advice and its potential impact on acute social welfare problems, like youth homelessness and debt.

 “It is unacceptable that social services, housing departments, employers and benefits offices routinely fob young people off without fulfilling their statutory duties to them. Too often those with the power and authority to ensure young people’s rights are respected fail to protect them. Many young people, and indeed many of the practitioners that they turn to for help, lack the skills and knowledge to challenge these practices. Poor experiences can lead to further disaffection with ‘the system’ and a spiralling of a young person’s problems. Our RAP pilots will enable disadvantaged young people to not only find out about, but exercise their rights to access suitable housing, counter discrimination in the workplace and gain decent incomes. We are confident that, in the process, legal advice can be shown to produce the outcomes the Government hopes for from its Every Child Matters agenda.”

Following a rigorous selection process, the following six agencies have been selected by Youth Access to pilot new models of specialist legal advice for young people:

· Mancroft Advice Project, Norwich

· Off The Record, Bath

· Stockton and District Advice and Information Service, Tees Valley

· The Bridge, Loughborough

· City Centre Project, Manchester

· Children’s Society Young Refugee Project, Sheffield

Most of the pilot agencies already provide a wide range of services to young people under one roof, in line with the recommendations of the recent Social Exclusion Unit report Transitions: Young Adults with Complex Lives, which highlights the benefits of holistic information, advice, counselling and support services for the most disadvantaged young people. The agencies were selected on the basis of their strong track records in service delivery and partnership working and their capacity to develop ambitious but sustainable legal advice services alongside their existing provision.

Youth Access will be providing the projects with a range of support over the next two years. An independent evaluation will be conducted throughout this period to gauge the difference made by the projects, including to the young people that receive legal advice, through outcome monitoring and a longitudinal study. The lessons from the pilots will be shared amongst a wider group of agencies with an interest in improving young people’s access to advice and will be used to influence government policy.

Barbara Rayment welcomed the immense interest in the project by saying:

“We believe that every young person has a right to access high quality legal advice services that are tailored to their specific needs. The six RAP pilots will be leading a new movement that is committed to making our vision a reality by ensuring young people’s social welfare problems are finally addressed through appropriate rights-based responses.”
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NOTES TO EDITORS

1. Project profiles and contact information for the six RAP pilot projects are available at http://www.youthaccess.org.uk/about/Projects/pilots.cfm
2. Youth Access is the national membership association for a network of over 200 youth information, advice, counselling and support services across the UK. For further information, go to: http://www.youthaccess.org.uk/
3. The Rights to Access Project (RAP) was launched earlier this year and is supported by funding from the Big Lottery Fund’s Strategic Grants Programme until February 2008. RAP aims to improve young people’s access to high quality legal rights-based advice services by supporting practitioners and organisations in the youth and advice sectors to work together to fill gaps in provision. Further information about RAP can be found at www.youthaccess.org.uk/about/Projects/youthadvice.cfm
4. The RAP pilots will be using the Youth Access Law Centre (YALC) model, developed jointly by Youth Access and the Law Centres Federation, as a framework to guide the development of their own services. The YALC model has a number of elements, including: front-line advice, assistance and representation; second tier casework support and training for professionals working with young people; community education to raise young people’s awareness of their rights; training young people to become advisers; and social policy work to campaign for changes in policy and practice. 

5. For further information, please contact:

James Kenrick, Advice Services Development Manager, Youth Access

Tel.: 020 8772 9900 ext. 25;   Email: james@youthaccess.org.uk 

