Case study – Community Education – written for National Youth Homelessness Scheme website (www.communities.gov.uk/youthhomelessness) 

Streetwise Community Law Centre





A lawyer from Streetwise Community Law Centre, a specialist law centre for young people in South London, ran workshop sessions in a local hostel for young people to prepare them for getting a flat. The young people were shown seven documents in the lead up to an eviction including warning letters, Notices of Intention of Seeking Possession, a Court Summons and a bailiff’s warrant and asked to pick the two they would respond to if they come through their door and why. Many of the young people taking part failed to recognise the importance of dealing with the problem at an early stage. In a group Streetwise’s lawyer then explained what action could be taken at each stage to resolve the situation and stressed the importance of getting advice sooner rather than later.

BASE 51

BASE 51 is an innovative holistic health care project that targets young people, who do not use existing services or find it difficult to access those services, including homeless young people, young people in or leaving care, young parents, young people with mental health problems, young offenders, unemployed young people and those who misuse drugs or alcohol and young people who have experienced abuse.

Based in Nottingham, the project takes a wide view of the health of young people and addresses those aspects of a young person’s life that can affect their health and well-being, including homelessness, difficulties in relationships, loss of statutory health care, low self esteem, mental health problems and drug and alcohol misuse.

The Project has close working relationships with a range of statutory and voluntary organisations both at a local and national level.

BASE 51 currently runs a series of homelessness prevention workshops with young people living, or attending school or other youth services within Nottingham. The workshops aim to increase awareness around homelessness and the issues faced by young people accessing housing.

Workshops last for around one hour and are tailored to meet the needs of specific groups. Participants are asked to provide feedback and evaluation of the workshops to enable BASE 51 to review the content and structure of the workshops to make sure that they continue to meet young people’s needs.

Citizenship Foundation




The Citizenship Foundation works to develop young people’s citizenship skills, knowledge and understanding and runs a range of projects to empower young people to engage in their community through education about the law, democracy and society.

The Foundation works in partnership with local schools and solicitors firms, on the Lawyers Twinning Scheme, to get practising lawyers to work with young people to develop their awareness of the law. The lawyers are fully trained and use specifically written materials in order to work with young people to increase their knowledge of a range of issues including discrimination, consumer law, employment law, human rights and youth justice.

The scheme currently operates in London and is looking to expand nationally.

