Terms of Reference for the ‘NCAG’ Advisory Group 

(agreed 2004)
1. Purpose - The purpose of the advisory group is to provide an 'external eye' and expert advice on counselling service needs for members. Members representing different organisations will have the opportunity to contribute ideas, experience, knowledge, and expertise from their working environment to encourage good practice in the delivery and development of youth counselling services.
1.1 Reference group member's objectives are to:
· Share their knowledge and expertise in their respective areas
· Contribute to improving practice

· Provide advice, information and support re the national development of counselling provision for young people
2. Responsibility - Members of Youth Access represented on the NCAG advisory group will have a reporting responsibility to Youth Access's Executive Committee.

3. Membership of the group
The NCAG group is comprised of:
· Representatives from youth information advice and counselling support     services

· Representatives from national youth organisations whose members provide counselling services to young people.
3.1 Membership will be regularly reviewed by Youth Access. 

3.2 Practitioners and advisors may be individually asked from time to time by Youth Access to provide additional advice or information on a specific area they have raised for Youth Access to action.

4. Frequency and location of meetings
4.1 The project advisory group will meet for a maximum of four meetings per year which will be run virtually but may on occasion be face to face.
5. Minutes/records of the meeting - Meetings will be recorded and minutes/records circulated to members of the advisory group.  A copy of the minutes/records will also be available to Youth Access Executive Committee.
6. Confidentiality – Confidentiality can be applied to certain parts of the meeting when requested.
