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to information, advice and counselling
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The Children’s Plan was launched by Ed Balls, Secretary of State for Children Schools & Families, on 11th December 2007. The plan sets out the government’s vision for children, young people and families, based on putting their needs at the centre of integrated services. 
The plan identifies three areas where it wants to strengthen the commitments made in Aiming high for young people: a ten year strategy for positive activities:

· Setting a clear goal that all young people will participate in positive activities and access a broad range of experiences; 
· Making further investment to improve places to go in every community;

· Exploring ways of improving information about things to do and places to go.

These are the key points of relevance to information, advice and counselling services:
Emotional & Mental Health

The Children’s Plan expresses the Government’s desire to ensure all children and young people develop strong social and emotional skills and states that effective and responsive mental health services are vital to support children and young people with emerging or existing conditions. The Plan commits the Government to:
· Monitoring, through a new local government National Indicator Set, improvements in the mental health and emotional wellbeing of children in care
· Issuing statutory guidance for health services and local authorities, setting out how they should improve the health of children in care, including their mental health
· Increasing the number of specialist CAMHS beds for those with greatest need, and eliminating the inappropriate use of adult psychiatric wards for under 16-year olds by November 2008 

· Commissioning an externally-led review of CAMHS with a remit that includes identifying how mainstream and universal services could play a more effective role in promoting the emotional wellbeing and mental health of young people 

· A new Child Health strategy in Spring 2008, which will consider how health services can work better to improve children’s health, working with schools and other partners

Sexual health
The Children’s Plan commits the Government to:
· Reviewing best practice in effective sex and relationships education and how it is delivered in schools, involving young people fully to ensure it better meets their needs
· Increasing young people’s knowledge of effective contraception and improving their access to advice through encouraging the provision of on-site health services in schools, colleges and youth centres
Advice & Guidance

The Children’s Plan states that: 

· Young people particularly value support and advice from other young people – “We will expect these forms of guidance – peer advice and mentoring….and ‘experiential learning’ to be available to young people across the country.” 

· The voluntary and community sector plays a central role in the delivery of specialist IAG services, for example on drugs and sexual health 
· The new IAG standards will address the variable quality of IAG for young people 
It commits the Government to:
· Setting out our plans for improving links between IAG services for young people and for adults in early 2008

· Exploring what support the VCS needs to work more effectively, and how we can support the professional development of their advisers
Co-location of services

The Children’s Plan states that bringing different services together in places that children, young people and families visit often offers a number of advantages and that one-stop shops are convenient and avoid stigma: “The evidence shows that they make it more likely that children, young people and families who need them will use services which they might not otherwise think of visiting.” 
Other measures within the Plan:

· £160m over two years (2008-10) to improve the quality and range of youth facilities, shaped by young people, in addition to £60 million already committed and to young people’s services being a priority for the unclaimed assets fund. The BIG Lottery Fund has been identified as the preferred delivery agent for both government and unclaimed assets funding. 
· Stronger and more integrated delivery arrangements will be designed to support the Targeted Youth Support reforms and delivery of the new young people PSA. 
· The Government will investigate whether greater evidence-based consistency in the delivery of targeted support would accelerate delivery and impact on young people’s outcomes 
· A new Centre for Excellence and Outcomes (CFEO) will begin work in July 2008, and will review the evidence base for what works and work with local areas to apply this in their context. 

· The Government will explore how web-based tools could be used to broaden access to support for young people

· A new programme to improve commissioning practice will be developed with local authority, health and voluntary sector partners to support Children’s Trusts in building world class systems

· A youth alcohol action plan to be published in Spring 2008

· Working with the Home Office, £66m to target those young people most at risk of offending 
· Piloting a restorative approach to youth offenders

· A Green Paper in Spring 2008 on young people leaving custody


